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CHARLES TOWN — Though it’s been less than two months since it initially passed, the Jefferson 
County Commission voted at a special meeting Thursday morning to vacate an amendment it 
passed earlier this year that would have paved the way for solar energy facilities to function 
throughout the county. 
 
The decision came after an injunction led by the Aitcheson family trust was filed on Dec. 1 in 
the circuit court of Jefferson County. After the injunction was granted, the plaintiffs in the case 
— which also included The Fields LLC, Zachary and Penny Curry and Christopher and Susan 
Burke, among others — came back to the table and offered the county a way to settle things 
by, in effect, taking away the court-ordered injunction. 
 
As a result, the commission voted Thursday to vacate the text amendment, sending it back to 
the county planning commission for further consideration. Once the planning commission 
reconsiders the amendment, it could then find its way back to the Jefferson County 
Commission, where a public hearing would again be necessary before potential approval. Also 
of note is the reality that by the time it comes back to the county commission, new 
commissioners will be in place, as current Commissioners Patsy Noland and Ralph Lorenzetti 
were voted out of their seats in last month’s elections. With the new commission in place, it 
could potentially swing the vote on the amendment. 
 
Among the details in the now-vacated text amendment were solar energy facilities being 
processed as a principal permitted use in general commercial, highway commercial, light 
industrial, major industrial, rural residential growth, residential-light industrial-commercial and 
industrial commercial zoning districts, potentially giving farmers another way to generate 
income as the farming industry evolves. It did not, however, mean that properties would 
automatically be rezoned, which was a point of contention for some residents, who worried 
that the text amendment would lead to as much. 
 
Voting to vacate the text amendment at Thursday’s meeting were Noland, Lorenzetti and 
Commission President Jane Tabb. Commissioners Josh Compton and Caleb Hudson, meanwhile, 
cast their votes to keep it in place. 
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